GET TO KNOW FAMILIES
IMPACTED BY GEORGIA'S
SPECIAL NEEDS
SCHOLARSHIP
And the improvements to Georgia's Special Needs Scholarship
that will increase their quality education options

REDUCE BARRIERS THAT
KEEP STUDENTS WITH
SPECIAL NEEDS FROM
PARTICIPATION IN THE
PROGRAM

Allow students who
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special needs preschool
program to participate
(current law: does not
count this time in public
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him and for our family. He finally enjoys
school and is making gains. My younger son
shares many of his older brother's diagnoses
and was given an IEP and placed in special
needs public pre-school. I knew then that his
needs would not be met in the setting we
were in. However, to gain the Georgia
Special Needs Scholarship he is having to

requirement to be eligible

complete kindergarten year in a place that is
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not the right fit. These early years are such a
critical window, I hate that we are having to
wait to start what I know will be best for
him.”

Melissa Fonzo, Gainesville

Include students with a 504 plan (current law: limits
participation to students with an IEP; the Georgia program
is based on Florida’s McKay Scholarship which includes
students with 504 plans.)
“I adopted my eight-year-old daughter from
foster care. We were able to get a 504 plan
in place to help with accommodations she
needs with ADHD and other challenges. It
became clear to me that the public school
she attends now is not a good fit for her as
they move children along in the curriculum
regardless of how they are progressing.

We

have spent a lot of time in private tutoring
programs to help make her successful. Right
now, I am on a mission to find a good fit for
my daughter, an educational option that will
focus more on her individual need. The
Georgia Special Needs Scholarship is the
only way that I could consider private
school.

I hope the scholarship can be

expanded to students with 504 plans so that
all children with learning differences have
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options.”

Cynthia Betterson, Stone Mountain

Allow students with special needs who were adopted from foster care to
participate, even if they have not attended a full one-year in public school
(current law: waives the one-year requirement for military dependents
with special needs but does not have a waiver for similar students
adopted or placed in permanent guardianship from foster care).

“My husband and I have three biological children and two boys that entered our family through
adoption from foster care, ages 11 and 15. When they came into our family, they were both
struggling academically and had slipped through the cracks educationally. Immediately we began
to try to find answers. We had to make up for lost time with some combination of private tutoring,
daily therapy, weekly counseling and appointments with psychiatrists and psychologists. We made
the decision to keep one student in public school and to start homeschooling another. In that
intense transition, we were not aware of the educational options available to students through the
Georgia Special Needs Scholarship. Giving adoptive families a waiver from the requirement for
one year of public school to utilize the Georgia Special Needs Scholarship would be a helpful tool
as families work to bring a brighter future to their children.”

Gina McCarn, Peachtree Corners
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dyslexia. I am an educator with reading training and I could not have helped her. It was beyond
my training. We would love to transition Meredith into the public school for high school but are
not sure that she will be ready. As the law stands now, if we tried to make that transition and it
was not working, Meredith would have to complete a full year in public school to be eligible to
use the scholarship again. This really concerns me. We want to make sure that Meredith can
make the progress she needs to be successful in school and beyond.”

Beth Dudley, Talmo, GA
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“My daughter’s scholarship was much less than the prior years' calculations because certain

services were omitted (accidentally left off or not reported due to what days/times they were
provided each week). With no appeal process through the state, it was difficult to determine the
errors and to try to find some recourse. I know that with the education available to my daughter
through the Georgia Special Needs Scholarship, she is like a night and day child. The program
has been so important for her. I hate that our options to continue in the program are limited
because her scholarship amount does not reflect what was included in her IEP. While these errors
may not be frequent, their impact is so important to families.”

Stacie Kershner, Roswell

Require an annual parental satisfaction survey that includes parent’s
satisfaction level with the program; parent’s satisfaction level with their private
school; and parent’s likelihood of recommending the program

“My son has autism spectrum disorder, sensory
processing disorder and vision issues. He
started using the Georgia Special Needs
Scholarship in 6th grade as he was not thriving
in his elementary school and the prospect of
moving to middle school with his particular
needs was daunting. It was the best decision
we could have made. My son went from hating
school to doing what I never thought he could
do: dual enrollment in college. My husband and
I were both educators and knew nothing about
the GA Special Needs Scholarship before we
started exploring. I think the more information
that is out there for parents the better as they
explore this important option!”

Kelda Cubit, Macon

