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A NNUA L REPORT

M ESSAGE FROM T HE PRI NCI PA L

Thanks to everyone who gave and volunteered last year, we are
actually in construction mode with our new building! We are hoping to
open the 2018-2019 school year with a new high school building .
Looking forward, we plan to offer our services to more students once
construction is completed. We would love for more students who are
struggling to experience our atmosphere and curriculum so they may
experience the same nurturing environment as our current students.
I am also extremely humbled and honored to have received the 2018
Leadership in Literacy Award from the International Dyslexia Association,
Georgia Branch in March. This award, along with the support from our
local businesses, and the community in general, make me proud to
represent Acworth and reaffirms the decision to start Brookwood
Christian 14 years ago.

K imWigington
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A BOU T OU R SCHOOL

Our mission, at Brookwood Christian School, is to serve students who have not
been successful in public or private schools due to their unique learning needs. The
school?s specialized and tailored curriculum is designed to compensate for or overcome
dyslexia and the other learning disorders. Because of our students? inability to
function in a normal school setting, we offer specialized methods and materials
recommended by doctors, occupational therapists, and speech languagepathologists.

2004
Brookwood Christian School
(BCS) was founded with 18
students and 3 teachers, renting
rooms at a local Church. In 2008,
we started the school year in our
very own brand new building.

2013
Five years later, we added a new
office so that the original office
could be used as a classroom. We
have 2 major goals to accomplish
in the next few years. One is to

continue to expand the reading
programs that have helped our
students. The other is to add a
new building for high school
classes, regain our library, which
was given up for classroom space,
and also add an auditorium.
Due to building code and other
constraints, we had to change our
plans this past year, to what may
turn out to be an even better than
anticipated "fit". Hopefully we will
be able to start 2018-2019 school
year in our new building

PROGRESS REPORT
Bl ak e 's St or y
Blake started with us September 15, 2017. He could not even take a
baseline test as he could not read or recognize his letters or numbers.
Two weeks after Blake started Brookwood, he read his first sentence
to his class. On 11/11/2017 Blake read his first book, Hop on Pop, by
Dr. Seuss. By Spring Testing, Blake's reading & math had improved
over one full year and his confidence has grown even more.
Many BCS students have been
diagnosed with a language based
learning disability such as dyslexia, or
have some other type of language
processing disorder. We currently use
two programs to address their reading
needs, Wilson Reading System® and
FastForWord®.
Class sizes are small, ideally five or
less, so students get the individual
attention and instruction they need.
Sixty-five percent of our students go to
college, some even joint enroll with a
college while in high school.
During spring testing, we observed the
largest increase in reading scores on
the Passage Comprehension section, the
most important test!

of Georgia 4th graders are not reading at the
proficient level1

65%
of students who cannot read proficiently by
2/ 3 end of 4th grade end up in jail or on welfare

Thefourthgradeisthe"watershedyear".
A childnot readingproficiently in the4thgradewill have
a 78%chanceof not catchingup.2
ONE IN SIX young adults (>1.2million)
drop out of high school each year 3
of high school seniors can be classified as
functionally illiterate at graduation 4

20%
of prisoners in state and federal systems can
70% be classified as illiterate
of juvenile offenders rate as functionally or
85% marginally illiterate
of those with the lowest literacy skills live in
43% poverty
the chance of being at the lowest reading
72% level for a child of low literacy parents
4

4

Aver age gain : 1.8 gr ade levels
-50% saw more than a 1 year gain
-35% saw more than a 2 year gain
-20% saw more than a 3 year gain

4

3

-17% saw more than a 4 year gain

Again t h is year ,
all gr adu at in g st u den t s
EXCEEDED t h e level
f or f u n ct ion al lit er acy.

2

1. www.rif.org/literacy-network/facts#Georgia
2. www.begintoread.com/research/literacystatistics.html
3. proliteracy.org/Resources/Adult-Literacy-Facts
4. www.nrrf.org/research.htm

A BOU T OU R ST U DENT S
Valedictorian: Carter Hill Smith
"Not only wasBrookwoodChristian abletoattain an
environment tomaketheteachingmoresuitable, but also
helpedmeadvancein my learning. Withtheadvancesof
GoogleDocsandGoogleClassroomBrookwoodChristian
hasredefinedtheuseof study amongst their students,
makingassignmentsandworksheetsvery organizable."
Hill planstoattendCoastal Collegeof Georgia tomajor in
Business, andpossibly pursuea career in solar panels.
Where our students live...
Two-thirds of our students live in Cobb county Georgia, where we are
located, and the others travel from Cherokee, Bartow, and Paulding
counties, which all lie in the northwest metropolitan Atlanta area.
According to the NCES, the low literacy rates for this area are
estimated between 11% and 20%, thereby making it imperative that
our students have their reading concerns addressed so that they may
have the best possible opportunity to maximize their reading
potential, graduate from high school, and lead successful lives.

our location

SCHOOL ACHI EV EM ENT S
We earned the GuideStarPlatinum Seal of Transparency in November,
showcasing the progress and results we?re making toward our mission!
We are proud to share our key metrics giving donors and funders
financial information to evaluate us.
In November we also launched our first Giving Tuesday Campaign and
raised $1,870 from online donations. We also started our Giving Towel
Tuesday drive to collect gently used towels for a local veterinarian's
rescue mission.
Principal Kim Wigington was awarded the 2018 Leadership in Literacy
Award by the International Dyslexia Association, Georgia Branch
(IDA-GA) on Saturday, March 24 at IDA-GA?s Dimensions of Dyslexia
Conference held at Georgia Tech Research Institute in Atlanta. This
award recognizes a school administrator who has shown leadership in
developing literacy in his/her school or school system within the state
of Georgia. This is a direct reflection of the dedication of our staff.

FU NDRA I SI NG
On our 3rd Annual Acworth History & Southern Charm
tour, we showed 6 homes and 2 local businesses that are
in historic buildings. We raised $1,316, 37% more than
last year! We were overwhelmed with the growth and so
happy to see our community supporting us!

This year we hosted our very first charity motorcycle
ride, Ride 2 Read, to benefit both International Dyslexia
Association, Georgia Chapter (IDA-GA) and our Dyslexia
reading programs. Local Celebrity Chef, Henry
Chandler, led the escorted ride and we raised just
under $2,000. We hope this becomes a regular event
for our community!

This year ?s Ladies Tea & Silent Auction was the most
successful ever! We had a goal to raise $7,000, which we
exceeded! Thanks to our local Acworth Businesses, with
regards to both donating Auction Items, and participating in
the event, we exceeded last year 's total by almost 15%!

This year 's pledges to the Georgia Tax Credit Scholarship for our
school were the highest ever and exceeded the previous 3 years
combined! Total pledges were $38,000 and we were able to receive
55% of that amount, $20,900, to fund scholarships for our
students.
In March, the Georgia House passed HB 217, raising the cap from
$58 million to $100 million. We hope this will allow us to see more
scholarship money in the future!

FI NA NCI A L REPORT
Sources of Revenue
c
Scholarships & State Contracts
Georgia Special Needs Scholarship
Georgia Tax Credit Scholarship
Other Scholarships
xx
D onations & Fundraising
Donations, Contributions, & Grants
School Fundraising
xx
T uition

$306,697.00
$20,395.61
$7,004.00
$334,096.61
i
$60,204.44
$11.724.05
$71,982.49

Scholarships & State
Contracts
Donations & Fundraising
Tuition

$326,585.56

Tot al Reven u e

$732,610.66

St udent s Receiv ing Financial Assist ance
Our goal is to expand our programs with minimal
increases in tuition, as many of our families are not
wealthy and some are even financially strained. Most
of our students, 87.5%, receive some sort of financial
assistance, with the largest source being the Georgia
Special Needs Scholarship (SB10).
Other sources include: Georgia Tax Credit Scholarship,
Easter Seals, local Church Scholarships, and other
Foundation Scholarships.

1 sou r ce

2 sou r ces

3 or m or e sou r ces

W here the M oney Goes
I nstruction
Curriculum
School Activities
Payroll

$22,545.00
$1,088.66
$566,298.85
$589,932.51
Administration
i
Professional Fees, Insurance, & Banking $13,495.70
Office Supplies, Printing & Postage
$5,283.30
Meals, Advertising, Events
$16,745.37
$36,936.13
i
Building & M aintenance
$23,313.04
Utilities
$4,303.69
Repairs & Maintenance
$43,930.4
Building
$71,547.13
i

Tot al Expen dit u r es

$697,004.01

Instruction
Administration
Building & Maintenance

BROOKWOOD CH RI STI AN SCH OOL
T he D y s le xia S c ho o l in D o w n t o w n Ac w o r t h
office@brookwoodchristian.com

www.brookwoodchristian.com

678-401-5855

A very special "Thank You" to the following contributors to our school...
For Sponsoring our Fundraisers...

Toby Carmichael,
Acworth& LakeCity Animal Hospitals

SarahHardy Williams,
Cakeson Main

BonnieHall,
Petals& Treats

Lauren Hether,
Southern Devil Harley Davidson

AndrewPayne
LakeCity Chiropractor

Lori Tanner,
Synergy Medical Center
For Donations & Grants..

AcworthMassageTherapy
Amazon
AMC Movies
ArkenstonePaintball
ThomasArvid, Artist
Atlanta Marriott Northwest at Galleria
Atlanta Motor Speedway
Atlanta MovieTours
Ryan Blythe,
Georgia TradeSchool
Boykin CreativeStudios
Cabela?s
Center Street Tavern
CheesecakeFactory
Chick-Fil-A, Acworth& Brookstone
Confection Perfection
DanielleAnderson
DarrahPhoto
Jill Dunlop,
Studio151
Dollywood
TheAtlanta Falcons
Fernbank Museumof Natural History

Bryon & Robin Finkel
Fusco?svia Roma
General Mills, Inc.
Georgia Aquarium
Georgia WineTours
ValerieGaudemer-Marker, Artist
Happy TrailsPet Center
Henry?sLouisiana Grill
Hilton Atlanta/Marietta
Hotel & ConferenceCenter
Leone& MargieHinzman,
Hinzman Holdings, LLC
Malinda & Rick Howe
Holiday Harbor Marina
Jason?sDeli, Kennesaw
JimOwensPool
Dona Kelly,
Serendipity Designs
KennesawDrivingSchool
Kingof Pops
TheKroger Company
Barry Loudermilk
Marietta CobbMuseumof Art
Marietta GonewiththeWindMuseum
Buddy McLaughlin Aviation, LLC
LeoMazzone, Atlanta Braves1979?2005
NCG Movies, Acworth
OneHopeWine
Panera Bread
Pearl?sSpa
Pike?sNursery
JanMurphy, PamperedChef
Publix Supermarkets
JanLauer, Rodan +Fields
RusticRuby
Sherri?sPortraits
Silva & ThomasHair Studio
Lori Tanner, Synergy Medical Centers
Stars& Strikes
Tammy Urban

DebbiePike, Tropical SmoothieCafe
Toccoa HouseProperties
Total Wine& More, Kennesaw
WildBlossoms
Marvon Williams,
American Family InsuranceAgent
For Opening their Homes for our Tour...

Carol & Tommy Allegood
?R.L McMillan House
Jill & Duncan Dunlop
?Honeymoon House
Jennifer Faison
?Moore-Watson House
Nicole& Clay Fletcher
?Fletcher House
Malinda Howe
?McEver House
DarleneKnight
?JesseL. Lemon House(Serendipity House)
Abbie & BoydParks
?J.W. McMillan House
Kay Rachelson
?FlorenceParrisBurtz House
Georgia Tax Credit Scholarship Donors...

Julie& Shan Burnette
Karina & ChrisCampos
Michelle& PaigeCook
Megan Harpine
Tiffany & Scott MacMurdo
Cyndi & John Parr
Julie& DavidPereira
Debbie& JamesPike
Karen& Stephen Pitts
Lori & Stephen Prather
Tammy & JamesUrban
Brenda & Berni Waldron
Kim& Kevin Wigington

